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state
PRESENT AND FUTURE OF FAMILY FARM 
WILL BE DISCUSSED AT CONFERENCE
MISSOULA—
In 1980, with less than four percent of the nation's population engaged in agri­
culture, the family farm faces many threats to its future existence.
Major issues affecting its present and future status will be the focus of "Endan­
gered Species? The Family Farm," a two-day conference and series of small-group workshops 
scheduled for March 27 and 28 at the Eagles Lodge in Lewistown.
The conference, jointly sponsored by the University of Montana Institute for Human 
Resources (IHR) and the social sciences department of Dawson Community College, is 
supported by a $^500 grant from the Montana Committee for the Humanities (MCH), the 
state affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities.
Daniel J. Smith, coordinator of IHR and co-director of the project, noted that 
the MCH award is matched by "in-kind" contributions of time or money by the project 
planners and guest participants.
"The uniqueness of the project," according to Smith, "is the pooling of resources 
by individuals, representatives of several divisions of the Montana university system, 
and various other agencies in responding to a long-standing and deeply-felt need on 
the part of Montana farmers and ranchers for assistance in dealing with the critical 
issues they face."
To assist them in this process, the conference will include state senators, rep­
resentatives of major farm and ranch organizations, academic humanists, and officials 
of the state agricultural bureaus, who will address the historical, philosophical, 
political, social and economic issues of specific concern to the participants.
(over)
PRESENT AND FUTURE OF FAMILY FARM--add one
This conference and a similar one in Glendive in November 1979 are the result 
of two years of research by Hugo J. Tureck of the social sciences department of 
Dawson Community College and Urn associates. The Glendive conference was also 
supported by the MCH.
Futher information about the Lewistown conference is available from Smith, 
Institute for Human Resources, University of Montana, Missoula, 59812 (243-6849) 
or Tureck, Social Science Department, Dawson Community College, Glendive 59330 
(365-3396).
###
EDITORS: Smith is available for interviews about the conference, 543-6946
mornings or 243-6849 afternoons.
